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APRII, T992
A P R I L  M E E T I N G  N O T I C E :

The regutar  monthty  meet ing o f  the Troy Amateur
Rad io  Assoc ia t i on  w iL t  be  he td  on  Tuesday ,  Ap r i L
21s t  a t  7 :30  P l - l  i n  Room 3051  o f  t he  C . l . I .  bu i  Ld ing
on  the  R .P . l .  campus ,  j us t  o f f  o f  15 th  S t ree t ,  i n
Troy,  New York.  Ta l .k -  in  wi  l .  L  be ava i  labte  on the
!,.q?SP,l 1.47.?7 i lHz and i lY?l j  4L9=725 *).tz repeateis.
As atways,  be aHare of  any tast  minute changes in
our  meet ing room locat ion.

FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO SCHOLARSHIPS:
The Foundat ion for  Amateur  Radio  o f fers  45

subs tan t i a I  co t t ege  scho ta rsh ips  f o r  I i censed  rad io
amateurs for the 1992-93 academic year. Amateurs
ptanning to  pursue a fu t I  t ime course of  s tud ies
beyond h igh schoot  and who are enrot ted in ,  or  have
been accepted for enro[ lment, ot an accredited

co t t ege ,  unve rs i t y ,  o r  t echn i ca t  schoo l  a re  e t i g i b te
to appty. Clubs are encouraged to announce these
scho ta rsh ip  oppo r tun i t i es  a t  t he i r  mee t i ngs ,  on

the i r  ne t s ,  du r i ng  t r a i n i ng  c tasses ,  and  i n  t he i r

c tub  news te t t ens .  Fo r  more  i n fo rma t i on ,  w r i t e  t o

FAR Schotarsh ips,  6903 Rhode Is tand Avenue,  Cot tege
Park, MD 20740, no later than l , lay 31st, 199?.
(Exce rp ted  f r om ARRL  Spec ia I  Bu t  I e t i n  #10 ,  B id

ARLXO10,  f rom ARRL Headquar ters  in  Newington,  CT,
dated March 11,  1992. )

NoBARC ADDS rrNEtlCOltlERS ROul.lDTABLE'r NET:
The i lo r thern Berksh i re  Amateur  Radio  Counc i t

announces their new, informaI i lewcomers Roundtable
net. The Rourdtabte is intended to create an
opportunity for new hans to rneet other harm and to

obtain ansHers to questions about the hobby.

Veterans as trel t  as nelcomers are retcome to join.

Sessions are on Tuesdays at 7:00 Pl{ locat t ime on

the 146.91 Mt .  Greytock repeater .  NCS for  these
sess ions is  Don Hor ton,  l l l lSB,  NoBARC/s new PI0.

Don h imset f  has been t icensed for  less than a year .

The f i rs t  sess ions have been fun and educat ionat .

HEEW

Digital.  l let -  tJednesdays at 8:00 Pl, l  on 147.2V

l. lHz - NCS: Jack - l l2LBZ

Dead or Al ive Net - tJednesdays at 9:00 Pl, l  on

147.27 l , l l lz - l lCS: Barbara - NZLCD

Trader l.let - Thursdays at 8:00 Pl{ on 147.?7 AHz
- lrlCs: l{ark - }lzL I J

TllT. }{et - Thursdays at 9:00 Pl,l on 28.495 l{Hz -

( - oR i r )  -  Ncs :  B i t t  -  l lYzu

MARCH MEETING I } I  (NOT SO) BRIEF:

The regutar  monthty  meet ing was hetd a t  RPI
March 17th.  Secretary ,s  and Treasurer rs  repor ts
Here approved as read. 0n Fietd Day, KEZXF stressed
the need for enough peopte to part icipate to make a
ctub ent ry  uor thxh i  Le in  terms of  insurance and c lub
e;ipenss. ' i 'he ciub has secureci Frear Park in Troy,
xh ich proh ib i ts  possess ion of  a tcohot ic  beverages.
t lBzHKR and  t lA3RKB u iL t  i nves t i ga te  L i ab i t i t y
insurance for  the c tub.  RKB has pnocured th is  for
severat  o ther  non-prof i t  groups in  the past  through
a  [oca [  agen t .  He  x i t I  a t so  secu re  i n fo rma t i on  f r om
ARRL on their program. Badges for ctub membens Here
discussed by t 'JAZItI tJ. Jerry had been provided with a
t ist of about a dozen vendors by RKB. Letters were
sent  to  a l , l ,  and I IH was awai t ing pr ice quotes and
sanptes. RKB reported on a hatf dozen tocal vendors
who had prov ided quotes on c tub T-sh i r ts .  The f inat
des ign (yet tor  H i th  b tack ar twork)  xas approved by
the mer{cership. l,lesbers ni [ [ have unti I the Apri t

meeting to ptace orders, nith pricing dependent upon
the to ta I  quant i ty  ordered (see order  form etsewhere
in  th is  neus le t ter ) ,  Sevenal  mot ions end a lengthy
d iscuss ion on a reduced duesI t jun ior  merbersh ipr l
ended with passage of a measure which sets dues for

mer$ers age 17 and under at $10.00 per annLrn.
Regutar mesbership.dues were atso discussed. Mer$er
dues become due and payabte at each anniversary of

merbe rsh ip .  Th i s  e t im ina tes  t he  need  to ' r p ro - ra te r r .
A proposal by RKB to offer subscript ion rates for

TARAbte Facts  was soundty  re jected.  The Edi tor  n i l . l .
continue to exchange neystetters r i th ctubs and send
conptirnntary copies xhere/Hhen appropriate. The

ctub agreed to  handte the sste  o f  ARRL Publ . icat ions

at the Saratoga Hamfast in Septerber. Arrangements
to procure the pubt icat ions from ARRL ni t  L be
handted by IJASRKB. i lY2U ri  t  L corrt inue to t  iaison
with l ' l i  t  L ie Feeny, f f i l ,  of Saratoga County RACES

Assoc ia t ion.  I t  is  expected that  the cor rnerc ia t
vendor (Lentini Conrnrnications) r i  t  L be at Ioxed to
se l t  out  the i r  suppty  f i rs t  before re  can set  up

shop"  Thfs  may requi re  fur ther  d iscuss ion and/or
negotiat ion ufth SCRA ard the vendor.

L-A$T cHAllcE FlKLllRA T-slmTsi
. An order form for T-shirts has been inctuded

rith this nerstetter. Even though you,may have
ordered a shi rt  at the last rneeting, re,r i  t  i  ke to
verify our cowrt. Addit ionaI forms xi t  t  be
avai  [ab[e  a t  the rnet ing.



FOR SALE:

Ten Tec Argonaut  (ORP) and 50 uat t  anp wi th
power  suppt ies  and other  ext ras - -  $425.00 or  best
of fer .  Apar tment  ver t ica l  40-10 meter  antenna - -

$25.00.  AEA Isotoop ?0-17-15-1?-10 meter  antenna - -

$175.00.  In terested? Contact  Bud Hovey,  t tF2B,  a t
283-1456 days or 283-?337 evenings.

HAM/UFO CONSPIRACY??

I  saw  some th ing  REALLY  h i t a r i ous  recen t t y  i n  a
I 'neH agerr  bookstore in  my ne ighborhood here in
Sea t t t e .  I t  was  a  book  ca t t ed  "THE ENERGY GRID  1990
-  Harmoni  c  695 -  The Pulse of  the Universerr  by  Bruce
Ca th ie .  I n  i t ,  l , l F .  Ca th ie  desc r i bes  how  he  f i gu red
out  a  pa i tern  to  UFO s ight ings =hen he p l ,c t te .C ihem
on a map.  He theor ized that  the UFOs Here kept
a [o f t  by  some  so r t  o f  an t i - g rav i t a t i ona l  f o r ce  a t
the in tersect ion o f  some energy I ines that  became
obvious when v iewing h is  map.

The reat ty  funny th ing was that  he xent  to  the
Iocat ions where these map I ines converged,  and found
some other-wor td ty  s t ructures.  He beI  ieves that
these s t range s t ructures beam'energy to  the UFos,
keep ing  t hem a to f t .  A f t e r  r ead ing  h i s  desc r i p t i ons ,
I  reat ized that  he was observ ing an HF cubica l  quad

antenna used by hams!
He eventuat ty  d iscovered that  hams I ived at

each of these locations uhere he found the antennas,
but  bet ieves that  ham operators  are invotved in  some
giant  UFO conspi racy!  He atso does not  bet ieve that
arnateur  nadio  operators  are capable  o f  constnuct ing

such advanced antennas wi thout  the he l .p  o f  ALTEN
B E I N G S !

His  fur ther  research uncovered HF Yagi  antennas
and a l .  L  sor ts  o f  wonder fu l ,  th ings.  H is  encounters
wi th  hams h lene in terest ing,  too!  He seemed to
regard them as s t range and poss ib l .y  f rom other
p l  anets  !

I  wonder  what  th is  guy woutd th ink i f  he ever
t ravet ted to  the annuaI  Dayton Hamvent ion!  Come to
th ink o f  i t ,  i sn , t  DAYTON near  I . IRIGHT PATTERSON AIR
FORCE BASE,  xhere the tabto ids c ta im that  SPACE
ALIEI I  BODIES captured in  NEt ,  i |EXICO in  1949 are

stored?? !  !  ??

I  doubt  i f  he reat ized that  the HF cubica l  quad

antenna was devetoped years ago at HCJB (a secutar
shor twave broadcast  s ta t ion in  Qui to ,  Ecuador  -  Ed. )
in  the Andes.  Didn, t  I  see a supermarket  tabto id  a
few years  back c l .a iming that  the Andes are host  to  a

SECRET UFO BASE?

I kner there Has sorrething strange about rry
hobby! 73, Tad - KTTH a NZDUO.I,A

(The preceding i tem appeared tast month on the
I 'JB3JOE PBBS, operated by the l l id-Attantic Amateur
Radio Ctub,  outs ide of  Ph i  tade l .ph ia ,  PA.  l , ly  thanks
to B i  I  t  Fre i  Ier ,  N3EYlr l ,  o f  Hat f  ie td ,  PA xho saH i t
and thought to forrard i t  to me on packet via N3ACL,
K3RLI ,  I IAZPVV,  and t /A2Ul lX.  Keep look ing up!  -  Ed. )

MARCH NET REPORTS:
C h e c k - i n s :  D i g i t a I  D e a d  o r  A t i v e
O4-l, lar N/R 15
l1 -Mar  l , l /R  18
18-Mar  l l /R 14
25 -Mar  N /R  16

Check - i ns :  T rade r  Ne t  TNT  Ne t
05 -Mar

1  2 -Mar
19-t- lar

26-Mar

1 7

27
36
2?

7

6
7

1 1

The TARA sponsored Dead or  At ive (DOA) Net  is
al i .ye anC t+el.t  cn 147"?7 l l lz each l .{ednesday evening
at  9 :00 Pl , l  (  [oca l ,  t ime) .  Net  Cont ro I  Sta t i  on
Barbara Agneta, l lzLCD, began the net on March 4,
1992 to  provfde an oppor tun i ty  fon fun and t ivety
d iscuss ion on tHo meters .  She fe t t  that  there Has a
ctear  need for  hams to  t t t ighten upt t  the i r  QSOs at
least once each week. Apparentty, Barb has gotten a
lot of support and agreement judging by the number
of  weekty  check- ins !  Topics  are setected by N2LCD
each reek.  Th is  past  month,  top ics  ranged f rom t r ls

E tv i s  (P res tey  no t  Cos te l ,  Lo ! )  Dead  o r  A t i ve? ' r  t o  r r l s

Romance Dead or  At ive?rr .  Future top ics  wi t t  prove
to be in terest ing,  educat ionat ,  thought  provok ing,

con t rove rs i a t ,  and ,  bes t  o f  a t [ ,  FUN!
No records had been kept for the f irst sessions

of  the Dig i ta t  Net ,  thus account ing for  the l t /R or
rrnot recordedrr des i gnat i ons I i sted above. tle have
been assured that  check- in  to ta ts  wi l . t  be kept  in
the fu ture and be made ava i tabte for  I is t ing here
each month in  TARAbte Facts .
* *  -  * *  -  * t  -  * *  -  * *  -  * *  _  * *  _  * *  _  * *  _  * *  _  * *

This  newstet ter  is  publ .  ished month l .y  by the
Troy Amateur  Radio  Assoc ia t ion (TARA).  I t  is  made
avai labte to TARA mefbers, prospective members, and

amateur radio and cormlnity teaders. The deadtine
fo r  a l , t  i t e r s  subn i t t ed  f o r  pub t i ca t i on  i s  t en  (10 )

days pr ior  to  the regular  monthty  neet ing,  which is
hetd the third Tuesday of each month. The viexs and
opin ions expressed here in  are those of  the author(s)
and not  necessar i ty  the v iers  and op in ions of  TARA,

i ts  Board o f  D i rectors ,  or  merbersh ip .  l tems
appearing in this neusIetter rnay be reproduced
w i thou t  p r i o r  w r i t t en  pe rm iss ion  p rov id i ng  t ha t
crec i r t  is  g iven to  the Troy Amateur  Radio
Assoc ia t ion TARAbte Facts  and the author  o f  the i tem

being reproduced, i  f  appt icabte, except xhere
otheru ise noted.  Th is  nexstet ter  is  copyr ight  (c )

1992 by the Troy Amateur  Radio  Assoc ia t ion.  At t

r ights are reserved.

To  j o i n ,  con tac t :  TARA -  P .0 .  Box  1603  -  G reen

Is tand,  l le r  York  12183-0603.  To subni t  i tems for
pub t i ca t i on ,  x r i t e :  Ed i t o r  -  TARAb te  Fac t s  -  P .  O .
Box 8592 - Academy Station - Atbany, Nex York 1Z?08-
0592 or catt 518/439-4519 xeekdays af ter 8:30 Pl,t .



Saturday May 9th
tJednesday June 17th
tJednesday Jul.y 15th

1992 ALBANY/TROY JOINT EXAI . I INATION SESSIONS:
At  L  exams are he l .d  in  Room 3051 of  the CI  I

Bu i  Ld ing on the RPI  Canpus in  Troy.  Doors  open for
reg is t ra t ion 40 minutes before examinat ions begin .
The doors  I I ILL BE CLOSED at  the l is ted t ime and no
one etse wi L t  be adni t ted. TH I s coftT I NUES T0 BE
STRICTLY ENFOR9ED.  TaLk - i n  w i  l .  L  be  ava i  I abLe  on
145.19 and 147.27 repeatens.
Dav Date Doors Open Exams Begin

TECHNICAL STUFF ADDED:
tJe ' re  p teased to  wetcome John Lawson,  H3ZC,  o f

Ha t f i e td ,  Pennsy t van ia  t o  ou r  vas t  ( ? )  s tab te  o f
t echn i ca I  w r i t e r s .  John ' s  xo rk  i s  pu re t y  Pu [ i t ze r
s tu f f .  H is  wr i t ings have appeared in  E,  Z3 Amateur
Rad io ,  and  va r i ous  o the r  t echn i ca t  pe r i od i ca t s .  A
Je rsey  boy ,  he  p rev ious t y  heLd  the  ca t t s i gns  W2MEX,
and l ' r3 luC.  He is  t rus tee of  the c tub ca l .  L  l ' J3Al  f  or
t h e  R F  H i t t  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  C t u b ,  I n c .  ( t h e  E d i t o r , s
former  c tub in  PA)  and is  serv ing on the i r  Board o f
D i rec to rs  aga in ( ! )  t h i s  yea r  as  T reasu re r  (T reasu fe r

Emer i tus?! ) .  He has been a major  in f tuence on my
amateur  career  and is  a  fe t tow Scotch connoisseur .
The  f i r s t  o f  h i s  se r i es  o f  a r t i c t es  appea rs  on  t he
rcverse si. je. lJe thelk hi irr  for ai lowing us io kre
the  f i r s t  t o  p r i n t  h i s  l a tes t  s tu f f !  Th ree  more  o f
h i s  a r t i c t es  a re  i n  t he  can  f o r  f u tu re  news te t t e r s .

MARCH EXAI-I SESSION RESULTS:
The Saturday,  March 14th VE Exam at  RPI  was the

targest ever for the combined AARA/TARA VE Team. 45
candidates Here examined and 52 earned an upgrade or
f i r s t  I i c e n s e :

Ctass Change
Advanced to Extra
GeneraI to Advanced
Technic ian/HF to  Advanced
Techn i c i an /HF  to  Gene ra I

8 :20  AM
6 :20  PM
6 : 2 0  P M

9:00 Al- l
7 :00  PM
7 :00  PM
7:00 Pl. l
9:00 Al, l
O .  n n  A r .
u . v.J At.l

hlednesday August 19th 6:20 PM
Saturday October  10th 8 :20 AM
Saturc.ray November ' !  4th 8:33 AH

An  aud io  amp l i f i ca t i on  and  d i s t r i bu t i on  sys tem
wi I t  soon be imptemented for  the Ct l  examinat ions.
Appt icants  wi l .L  each wear  a  headset  to  hear  the
taped  p rog ram.  Each  pos i t i on  n i t I  spo r t  i nd i v i dua I
tone and volurne controts which can be adjusted to
pe rsona I  t as te .  Th i s  shou l , d  e t  im ina te  t he  acous t i c
echoes that some appt icants have encountered in
prev ious test  sess ions.

Fo r  add i t i ona I  i n fo rma t i on  o r  t o  p re -neg i s te r
f or any sess i  on, contact Bud Hovey, t , f  F28, at
518/283-2337 or Bi L t Eddy, NY2U, at 518/?73-9248.

Postponement due to inctement weather xi l .L be
announced on major  Capi ta t  D is t r ic t  repeaters
where/when possibte and on tJGY-Atrl  at 810 kHz.

RED CROSS DISASTER DRILL SUCCESSFUL:
Members of AARA, TARA, and Renssetaer County

ARES/RACES came together on Saturday, March 28th to
prov ide cormunicat ions for  the Atbany Chapter  o f  the
Amer i c r -  Red  Cross  du r i ng  t he i r  f i r s t  s imu ta ted
diaster  . l r i  l .  L  in  seven (7 ,  years .  The scenar io
inctuded s innr ta ted f  tood ing,  f i  re ,  tornado,  and
heatth probtems. Al.  I  corrnrnications Here provided

through amateur radio as there were no phone t ines
or coflmerciaI power avai Iabl.e. Emergency generators

supptied porer where appropriate. Damage Assessment
Teams retayed information to Red Cross Headquarters
on damage sustained. Hq. di rected personnet to
shet ters  and sery ice centers  for  evatuat ion.  These
uni ts  repor ted back to  Hq.  where at t  repor ts  were
ana tysed .  Ove r  a t t ,  t he  S im . r t a ted  D i sas te r  Exe rc i se
Hent  very  wet  [ .

The fo i  Iou i r ,g  hans par t ic ipated:  KBzLr ic ,
KBzLSQ, N2100, trBzVXS, HBzLXC, KBzJTG , KB?JZJ,
KBZHIIL, KAZAXII, N2LUD, KBZCDX, N20GP, l . l2N0U, t lBzBEJ,
VIB?ZC]4, I'I2CJo, trBZSBo, I,A2OAD, tJBlBTJ, t|DZK, KEztlO,
KA2VBI, KBZLTU, IJA3RKB, t lAZYBtt, and KBZHPLI. There
were atso about  f i f teen (15)  o ther  hams on s tandby.

The exerc ise tas ted about  f ive  (5)  hours .  The
hans Here except ionat ty  pra ised for  the i r  exper t ise
in  the i r  ro te  as cof l r run icators  a t  a  cr i t ique hetd
tater that afternoon yhich inctr.rded Red Cross ard
I|YSEMO personnet. - de Jack Donnetty, tJAZYBl, l

T e c h n i c i a n  t o  T e c h n i c i a n / H F

N o v i c e  t o  T e c h n i c i a n / H F

N o t h i n g  t o  T e c h n i c i a n / H F

i lo th ing  to  Techn ic ian

Cat t s i gn /Name

tJA2ttJU
N2LOA
N l J I F

KBzJZJ
KB2KDY

Nztl ! H
KBzN FI,I

N2NTR

N2PEL

Atan  R .  Shepa rd ,  SF .

KB2LTV

KB2I,IVP

Janrcs M. Papendrea

James Carrot  I
Geratd Jackson
Kev in  A r t  i ng ton

l. lark Backhaus

Kenneth Cameron

Sigrund Derkorski

Robert Hamet

Joseph Johnson

Er i k  Jones

t l i  tche[  [  Karp
Stephen Lopiensk i

Paut l,lancuso

Grego ry  Pasca te ,  S r .
C t i f f o r d  R a e i h I e

John Reeder

James Stryker

Theodore Vincent

C h a r t e s  L f e I t s ,  J r .
Janet  t te t  [s

llOTE: tle had 22 peopte yho took Ctl exars!



I
The Conputer Virus

Donr t  ge t  t he  i dea  t ha t  a  co rpu te r  v i r us  i s  s im i t a r  t o
those b io l ,og icat  ent i t ies  that  you see under  a  microscope.
l lei ther can they be spread i f  the infected computer coughs
or burps. They can propagate anrC they can infect, but not
in  the medicat  sense.  Not r { i ths tanding the many forms of
computer  v i ruses,  they a l , t  share a  cof lnon t ra i t .  At t
v i ruses are mat ic ious pranks that  ex is t  as  co{nputer
programs. rhese infectious corpr.rter programs do not create
themselves. They rnrst be writ ten by sornone. The virus
creator  usuat ty  is  not  a  ter ror is t  or  a  spy.  The generat
feet ing among v i rus exper ts  is  that  the creator  is  shox ing
his /her  corputer  r rusctes,  is  throx ing dorn the gauntLet  to
the r restabt ishnrent , , ,  or  is  undergo ing the r i te  o f  passage
from adotescence to adutthood. A virus cannot jurp into a
cofiputer- The pcogramner rr.rst place the virus into a host
program,  usuat ly  on a f toppy d isk  or  on a BBS.  The v inus
becomes act ive xhen the host  program is  run.  To ga in  wide-
spread notoriety, the infected host program rrust be
poputar  in  the Hor l .d  o f  d isk  or  program exchange.  Each
time an infected disk is used on a computer, that computer
becomes in fected and can,  in  turn ,  a f fec t  o ther  d isks
xh ich can in fect  o ther  cof iputers ,  e tc .

v i ruses typ ica l . ty  fa t t  in to  tHo categor ies :  boot  sector
vinuses and f i te viruses. Boot sector viruses work by
in fect ing the boot  sector  o f  f l ,opp ies and hard dr ives.
(Even i f  your  f toppy ras not  format ted r i th  system f i tes ,
i t  s t i t l .  has  a  boo t  sec to r ) .  I f  t he re  i s  an  i n fec ted
f toppy in  dr ive A:  rhen you turn on your  pC,  The v i rus
loads into metrcry, then onto the hard drive. From that
point on, every t ime you turn on your computer, the virus
loads into memory ready to infect any ftoppy you access,
t hus  p ropaga t i ng  i t se t f .  F i t e  v i r uses  a t t ach  t hemse tves  t o
execu tah le  f i l es .  Uhen  you  exFcu te  t he  f i t e ,  nhe  r r i r us
toads into nemory and does i ts Hork. Sone viruses are only
i r r i ta t ing rh i te  o thers  are dest ruct ive.  The yankee Doodle
virus does nothing etse but pl.ay yankee Doodl,e rhen you
turn on your computer. 0n the other hard the Jerusater-g
v i rus ra i ts  for  your  cornputer  bat tery  operated c tock to
ind icate  Fr iday the 13th,  8d Hhen the cornputer  is  tunned
on  Je rusa tem-B  s ta r t s  de te t i ng  p rog ram f i l , es  x i t hou t  you r
permiss ion.  The re t I  pr . rb t ic ized r ichetargeto v i rus  Has
supposed to nreck havoc nhen your corqx.rter ctock rent to
March 6,  Michetangetors  b i r thday.  Sornet imes the presence
of  a  v i rus  can be recognized by examin ing the d i rectory
and  no t i ng  a  change  i n  t he  s i ze  o f  t he  i n fec ted  f i l , e .  To
c i rcu lvent  th is  detect ion,  s teat th  v i ruses such as the
lha le  add 9,000 to  10,000 bytes o f  dest ruct ive
ins t ruc t i ons  i n to  t he  i n fec ted  f i l , e .  A t  t he  same  t ime ,  t he
steatth virus subtracts a t ike arnount of bytes from the
f i t e  s i ze  i n  t he  d i r ec to r y .  Th i s  g i ves  t he  i r p ress ion  t ha t
noth ing has changed.  The program is  run and the v i rus
c ta ims  ano the r  v i c t im .

Today there are 1283 knorn v i ruses and s t ra ins.  By the
t ime you read th is ,  the nudoer  wi l . t  be h igher .  Sone of  the
v i rus names are baf  f  t ing,  hr t  sonre are cotor fu t  such as:
Bl.ack llorday, tlotfrr, Lost Chi td, Teq.li La, Ii Lky,
Pcsessed, Erd 75 st ra i ns of Jenrsate*.1 . Vi ruses are
sorpt imes rn is takenty  L  inked Hi th  t r {o  o ther  ins id ious
covert programs cal,ted trojm horse and rcrr.  These are
reat ty  qu i te  d i f ferent  f rom the v i rus.  A t ro jm horse
program has enough outHard appeal, to entice the
unsusp€ct ing v ic t im to  run i t .  HoHever ,  i ts  des igned
purpose is to damage coilputer f i tes or perhaps pl,ant a
virus or Horm in the cofiputer system. A rcn does not
i n fec t  o the r  p rog rams .  I t  dup l , i ca tes  i t se t f  on  d i sk  o r  i n
memory,  c reat ing many copies o f  i tse l , f  r rh ich aLt  run
s imr t taneousty  to  s lor  your  computen dorn.  you th ink you
have a hardrare probtem and i ts real,  Ly a sof trare probtem.

The Hide-spread notor ie ty  o f  the var ious v i ruses can be
t raceabte to  the increased poputar i ty  o f  the pC,  the
in ternat ionaI  newstet ter  ca[  [ed t rv i  rus  Bu[  [e t in ' r ,  and the
co rmerc ia I  an t i - v i r us  p rog ram i r dus t r y .  An t i - v i r us
programs abound,  ranging in  cost  f rom $J0 to  $200.  In  1991
a 10,000 f  o l .d  increase in  ant i  -v i  rus  program sates Has
recorded.  Unfor tunatety ,  th is  is  a  one-ugnanship
s i tuat ion.  The ant i -v i rus  peopl .e  detect  and k i  i l ,  a
recognized v i rus,  and the v i rus program[Ers f igure a  way
a round  the  de tec t i on .  Th i s  i n  t u rn  causes  t he  an t i - v i r us
group to  prepare another  vacc ine,  and the v i  rus
progranmers 'create another  v i rus  program that  c i rc t rnvents
the vacc ine,  And so for th .  Th is  means that  the corputer
user  shoutd cont inua[  [y  upgrade h is /her  ant i  -v i  rus
schemes.  An ant i -v i rus  program that  is  6  months o td  is
outdated. Recognized experts in the corputer prograrming
f i e td ,  such  as  Pe te r  No r ton ,  o f f e r  an  an t i - v i r us  p rog ram
for  sate  wi th  f ree updates when neH v i  ruses are
d iscovered.  Another  protect ion scheme is  the ub iqu i tous
backup.  Th is  is  good i f  yourre  sure that  your  system is
v i rus- f ree.  In  order  to  ensure that  your  system is  v i rus-
f ree,  you need an ant i -v i rus  program.  Of  course the
ut t imate scenar io  for  a  v i rus  hacker  woul .d  be to  in fect  a
popular  ant i -v i rus  program ard reve l  in  the wai t ing and
I amentat i  ons.

There is  no known v i rus that  can damage hardware.
Atso,  v i ruses can damage but  cannot  in fect  data f i l .es .

Even pr imi t ive v i ruses can c i rcunvent  the r read ontyr
at t r ibute .  There are,  however ,  th ings that  can be done to
cu t  t he  r i s k  o f  i n fec t i on .

1 .  Donr t  boot  your  system wi th  a  f toppy untess you ' re
abso tu te t y  su re  t ha t  i t  i s  c tean .

2 .  Avo id  exchang ing  f i I es  r i t h  f Lopp ies .  Exchange
cuc; '  s  netHoi - l :  i f  pcss ib le .  B i :sare o f  CeaIe i -s  that
re-Hrap re turned sof tware.

3 .  Avo id  us ing f  i  les  and f  topp ies f  rom corr r runal ,  pC,s .
4 .  Stay away f rom BBS's  that  post  p i ra ted sof tware.
5 .  B a c k  u p  y o u r  f i t e s .

The above is  cheap,  but  i t  can onty  go so far .  The next
s tep is  to  procure ant i -v i rus  sof tHare.  I f  your  computer
s tar ts  act ing funny ard you th ink you have an in fect ion,
donrt panic. There is a recorrpnded procedure to use. you
shou td  have  an  an t i - v i r us  p rog ram.

A.  I f  you can,  save rhat  you are work ing on.  Turn o f f
your coflputer.

B.  Boot  your  system f rom a wr i te-protected,  c tean,
un in fected f toppy.

C .  Make  su re  you r  an t i - v i r us  p rog ram f t oppy  i s  w r i t e -
p ro tec ted .  Use  i t  t o  scan  a t [  l og i ca t  d r i ves .

D .  Repa i r  o r  de te te  any  i n fec t i on  f ound  du r i ng  t he
scan.

E.  Scan your  hard d isk  again ,  and scan every  f  l ,oppy
in  s ig l ' t  i r ,c I r - iC in :1  : -cur  b ;ck , lps .

I f  you  can r t  I  i c k  t he  p rob tem,  ge t  heLp .  The  f  o l ,  t o r i ng
organizat ions o f fer  ass is tance on v i rus probterns:

The Nat iona l  Corputer  Secur i ty  Assoc ia t ion -  Free
(717 -?58 -  1816 )

CorptrServe, anti  -vi  rus f ortm (typ€ GO VIRUSFORUM)
ExcaI  ibur  BBS (408-244-081j )
l lcAfee Associates BBS (408-988-4004)

I f  you woutd l ike  an up- to-date re ference on at t  knorn
v i ruses,  the i r  a t iases,  and the i r  cof lmon syrptoms,  for  $30
you can get  a  program cat ted VSUl , l  f rorn  pat r ic ia  Hof fman,
at 408-988-3773. For 950 you reatty rrust b€ in troubte.

I  f  a l .  I  e t se  f  a i  t s ,  t he re  i s  a l , xays  t he  I oca I  c re rgy .
7j es gud DX..de [J3ZC



AROUND THE CAPITAL  D ISTRICT :
Members of the Southern Vermont Amateur Radio

Club have ins ta l .  Led a r rs inptsx t t  phone patch system
on 147.465 t lHz.  Th is  seers  l ike  an excet tent  use of
s imp tex  f r equenc ies  as  i t  a t l ows  f o r  more  e f f i c i en t
use of our amateur spectrun and keeps this type of
t ra f f ic  o f f  o f  c rouded repeaters  and f requenc ies.
Th is  is  not  a  c tub suppor ted pro ject ,  but  many
members are cont r ibut ing to  i ts  maintenance.  The
SOVARC News te t t e r  r ep r i n ted  NZKFRTs  a r t i c t e  rh i ch
appeared in  the March issue of  TARAbLe Facts .
(F red , s  a r t i c t e  has  rece i ved  n ide  acc ta im  and
severaI  o ther  area nehrs te t ters  have atso expressed
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e p r i n t i n g  i t ! )

NoB,iRC Presidcirt  Cir.ruk Luriei ' | , ' iZiZ, Ei l l tourrcad
that  Don Hor ton,  l , l1 lSB,  has been appoin ted as the i r
new PIO. Adrian Sebborn, N1J[,O, is nor. l  a menber of
t he i r  Boa rd  o f  D i rec to r s .  Ad r i an  i s  i ns t tmen ta l  i n
NoBARC VE and educationaI programs. Ed Piacente,
N1JJF,  announced that  the c lub,s  p tanned bus t r ip  to
the Deer f ie ld  Hamfest  was cancet ted due to  Iack o f
interest; onty orme mesber had signed up for the
t r ip .  Thei r  c tub auct ion was hetd i la rch 29th and
the i r  May Ftea Manket  is  scheduted for  Sunday,  t {ay
3rd,  the day af ter  the bash at  Deer f ie td .  | toBARC
wiL t  ho td  i t s  nex t  VE  exam sess ion  May  9 th .

The Rip Van t l fnk te  ARS Apr i  L  meet ing Has
postponed one week due to  the unavai tab i l , i ty  o f  the
school  txo days af ter  Easter .  Thei r  Nov ice/Tech
course ended ear t ier  th is  month wi th  a  mid-week
exam sess ion.  At  presst ime,  He have yet  to  hear  the
resutts. l . leather has been most unkind to the ctub;
some ctass sessions and a ctub meeting had to be
cance[  [ed due to  the area rece iv ing Spr ing in
January  and t l in ter  in  the Spr ing!

Saratoga County RACES saH a rrchange of pacerl
program presented by South Adirondack i  , i"ch aM
Rescue  (LASAR Team)  ea r t i e r  t h i s  mon th .  " , ans  a re
tuetI underway for their hamfest Septenber 1zth at
the Saratoga County  Fa i rgrounds in  Bat ts ton Spa.

ALbany ARA heard Sue Robinson,  N20Gp,  d iscuss
rad io  d i r ec t i on  f i nd ing  a t  t he i r  Ap r i t  mee t i ng .  He r
presentation focused on the use of RDF equiFnent in
Iocat ing dorned a i rcra f t  equ ipped wi th  ELTs
(Emergency Locator  Transmi t ter )  and the act iv i t ies
o f  t he  C i v i L  A i r  Pa t ro t .  The  c tub rs  annua l  banque t
wi  l , t  be hetd in  p tace of  the t tay  meet ing a t  the
Bava r i an  Cha te t  i n  Gu i t de r tand  on  F r i day ,  May  8 th .

The Apr i  t  meet ing o f  the Renssetaer  County
ARES/RACES Assoc ia t ion was scheduted to  hear  a
presentation on the new County Emergency Corms Van
which Hent  on the road in  mid-March.  But  the
var ious Pot ice aM Fi re  Depar tments  have ' r f i rs t

d ivsr r  and the un i t  became unavai labte  a t  the Last
minute. The program has been rescheciuted ior- May.
T h e  v a n  H a s  u t i t i z e d  i n a n a m a t e u r d r i l . L f o r t h e
f i r s t  t ime  on  March  28 th  i n  con junc t i on  r { i t h  t he
Amer ican Red Cross Dr i  t  t .  The van Has d isp l .ayed at
t he  A tbany  ARC Chap te r  House  f o t t ow ing  t he  d r i t t  and
received a tot of ooohhs and aaahhs from dri  l .  L
pa r t i c i pan ts  and  ARC o f f i c i a t s  a t i ke l

l ,{erber ctubs of CDARC con{cined their tatents to
provide cormtnications for the Schenectady to Atbany
1/2-l larathon on Sunday, March 29th. Nearty 450
funners  par t ic ipated in  the race t r i  th  the he l .p  o f
Rate igh -  KZRI ,  At ten -  KEZUJ,  Ray -  KAZDVI . | ,  Don -

t lzCJO,  Dick  -  N2DGI,  S id  -  l l2CNZ,  t t ike  -  KB2KXC,
l, l ike - t lzARQ, Bob - N2LUD, Jack - l .rAzyBil ,  Rob -

t lTzA, Arnie - KEZVF, Bob - KC2VC, and Mike - HD2AJS.
(Thanks to  Jack Donnet ty  -  t lAZYBl , l  for  th is  in fo ! )

I'JECA, the l{estchesier Emei'gency Carntuniestic;.rs
Assoc ia t i on ,  I nc .  has  es tab l i shed  a  t a r xJ t i ne  BBS i n
an effort to recruit  conputer hackers into amateur
rad io .  At  the monthty  meet ing,  the c l ,ub d iscussed
its recentl ,y hetd ttECAfest and how to irprove on i t
in future years. Over 2,?00 persons attended the
event hetd at Yonkers Raceway! Tentative date for
the next LJECAFEST is Harch 7th, 1993. The ctub
sadty  noted the pass ing of  l l i t ta rd  Smi th ,  K2CFX,  who
Has active in publ, ic service work ard ARl.tY i lARS.



CALENDAR:

21-Apr  -  Troy ARA-Room 3051-CI I  Btdg-RPI  Canpus
Troy-7:30 Pt4 '147.?7

26-Apr  -  NoBARC-Pot ish Conrnrn i ty  Center -L inden

s t .  - p i  t t s f  i e l . d - c tub  Auc t i on -7 :00  p t - t - 146 .91

27-Apr  -  R ip  Van t f ink te  ARS-John L.  Edwards
Schoo[  -State  St reet -Hudson-7:00 P]4-147.21

28-Apr  -  SoVARC-Bennington Pubt ic  L ibrary-Union
,  and  S i t ve r  S t ree t s -7 :00  PM-145 .35

1-May -  Mayday-Cetebrate  Soc ia t ism the modern
way  by  de fac ing  a  s ta tue  o f  V tad im i r  Len in

?- l4ay -  Deer f  ie td ,  NH Hamfest
3-May - NoBARC t '{ay Ftea l , larket-Datton American

Legi on-Da I ton, t lA-7: 00 Al ' l -  146.91
4- i , iay  -  Schenectady ARA-L i i , ton r i .3 . - i icCi .e I  i .an

and the Ptaza-7:30 PM-147.061224.06
6-May -  t lzSZ-RPl  ARC-RPI  Student  Union on the

RPI  Campus-Troy,  NY-7:00 Pl4-146.82/??4.4?
8-May - Atbany ARA Annual Banquet-Bavarian

Cha te t -R t .  20 -Gu i  I de r tand -7 :00  PM-145 .19
9- l , lay  -  Exam Sess ion-Room 3051-CI  I  Btdg-RPI

Canpus-Troy-9:00 AM- 145 .19 /  147 .27

9-May -  Exam Sess ion-Eastern Dis t r ic t  t r lYSEl{O
0f f  i  ce-UppelEast Street-Oneonta- 10:00 Al{

9-May -  Exam Sess ion- l ' lasonic  Hat l . -116 South

Street -P i  t ts f  ie td ,  l . lA-9:00 Al , l -  146.91
9 -May  -  Exam Sess ion -4H  So ta r  B tdg -H igh

Street -Ba[  [s ton Spa-9:00 Al t l -  147.00 /147 .24

1O-May -  Mothers ,  Day- t lhote  t lo r td  Stops- l f  you

th ink  I 'm  touch ing  t h i s  one ,  you , re  c razy !
11 - l l ay  -  Sa ra toga  Co .  PACES-4H So la r  B ! . dg -H igh

Street -Bat  Is ton Spa-7:30 Pn-  147.00/  147.24
13-May -  Renssetaer  Co.  ARES/RACES Assn. -Hudson

V a [  [ e y  C . C . - 1 0 1  F i t z g i b b o n s - 7 : 3 0  P M -  1 4 7 . 1 8
16 -May  -  A t t an t i c  D i v i s i on  Conven t i on /Hamfes t

Monroe County  Fa i rgrounds-Rochester ,  NY

18- t lay  -  R ip  Van t l ink te  ARS-John L.  Eduards
Schoo[  -  Hudson-7:00 Pl , l -Ctub Auct  ion-  147.21

19- t lay  -  Trov ARA-Room 3051-CI I  B l .dg-RPI  Canpus
Troy-7:30 Pn-147.?7

CDARC BULLETINS SCHEDULE:
The CDARC But te t ins  are nor  heard on the 147.27

l'lHz repeater on Mondays at 7:00 Pl,l and Thursdays at
5 :00 Pl . l  (  locat  t ime) .  Here is  the conptete  rev ised
t ime schedute:

Frequenc ies (MHz) Mondav  (PM)  Thursdav  (PM)

145.19 and 147.?7 7 : 0 0 5  : 0 0

5 : 1 5
5  : 3 0

5 : 4 5
6 : 0 0

146.82,  ?24.14,  224.42,

444.0,  447.??5 (vT) ,

9?1.1 (MA),  and 921.2 7215
147 .00  and  147 .06  7 :30
149.91 ( l . fA) and 147.12 7=45
146.76, 147.18, and 442.2 8:00

The Renssetaer  County  ARES/RACES t ink  system
repeater on 147.345 and a ptanned machine on 145.37
w i t t  be  added  to  t he  schedu te  w i t h  146 .76 ,  147 .18 ,
and 442.2 when the L ink rad ios are re- ins ta t ted.

THERE IS LIFE O} I  OTHER FREAUENCIES:
The TARA repeater cormittee, chaired by Bob

lsby, l fzLUD, has breathed I i fe into 449.225 $Hz.
The nen c tub machine,  bear ing the cat ts ign NY2U and
wi th  input  doxn the s tandard 5 .0  t lHz at  444.225,
came into the worl.d on l , londay, l , larch 16 at 1843 UTC.
0n l.larch 21st, the mach i ne Has npved f rom i ts
hatcht ing tocat ion in  Cohoes to  the ATH o l  Dave
Pascate,  t ' lBzHKR, in  Latham. Th is  o f fered severety
Limited coverage due to topography, low poHer, and
a tou-ga in  {Radio  Shack d iscone)  antenna (soon to  be
r e p t a c e d  w i t h  a  1 1 . 5  d b  g a i n  r n d e t ) .  0 n  A p r i [  1 1 t h ,
the machine was moved to i ts permanent croH,s nest

Iocat i  on i  n ] . lorth Greenbrush. Reports of repeater
performance and coverage shoutd be addressed to
l lzLUD or | IYZU on either 147.?7 or 449.225 repeaters.

The Troy Amateur  Radio  Assoc ia t ion wishes to
express i ts deepest appreciat ion to Dave Edwards,
t lAzGBO, t r i thout  yhose hetp the machine might  s t iL t
be just a pi te of disjointed corponents!


